
Michigan State University Extension programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, 
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, 
height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, marital status, family status or veteran 
status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, 
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, 
Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This 
information is for educational purposes only. Reference 
to commercial products or trade names does not imply 
endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those 
not mentioned.

CONTACT US

PHONE & EMAIL:

WEBSITE:

4-H Family News

Summer is finally HERE

Welcome to July! Summer is in full swing, bringing 
sunshine, outdoor adventures, county fairs, and plenty of 
opportunities to make lasting memories with family and 
friends. As you enjoy everything the season has to offer, 
remember to make safety a priority. Protect yourself from 
the summer sun by wearing sunscreen, staying hydrated, 
seeking shade during the hottest parts of the day, and 
wearing a hat when you're outdoors. If you're spending 
time at the beach, lake, or pool, always practice water 
safety by swimming with a buddy, following posted rules, 
wearing a properly fitted life jacket when boating or 
participating in water sports, and keeping a close eye on 
children near the water. We hope your July is filled with 
fun, learning, and safe adventures. Thank you for being 
part of our amazing 4-H family—we can't wait to see all the 
great things our 4-H members accomplish this summer!

IMPORTANT JULY DATES:

• Market Livestock Small Animal (Chicken) Contracts Due -
Monday, July 20, 2026

• Fair Registration Deadline: Monday, July 20, 2026
o https://www.fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/24270

• Boyne Area 4-H Swim School: Pre Lake Swim - Friday, July 31, 
2026 @ 10:00 a.m.

• Boyne Area 4-H Swim School: Annual Lake Swim from Young
State Park to Whiting Park – Friday, August 7, 2026 @ 8:30a.m.

(231) 582-6232
msue.charlevoix@county.msu.edu

https://www.canr.msu.edu/charlevoix/c
harlevoix_county_4_h_general_forms/
general-info

Charlevoix 4-H Council Meeting –2:00pm...............................Date: 07-19-2026
At Boyne City – Veteran's Park Pavilion
Emmet-Charlevoix Market Livestock Meeting –7:00pm.........Date: 07-20-2026
At Emmet County Fair Grounds – Community Center
Emmet-Charlevoix Horse Council Meeting –7:00pm..................Date: 07-16-2026
At Emmet County Fair Grounds – Equestrian Center

Charlevoix County

JULY 2026

Leah LaVanway 
4-H Coordinator 
ljl4211@msu.edu
231-675-1375 

319-B North Lake Street 
Boyne City, Michigan 
49712 
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 13-15: Michigan 4-H Dairy Days
Farm Bureau Pavilion, Lansing
Join 4-H members from around Michigan July 13-15 at the Farm Bureau Pavilion for Michigan 4-H 
Youth Dairy Days!  Dairy Days is part of Michigan Dairy Expo, a celebration of dairy farmers and dairy 
cattle in the Great Lakes State. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-michigan-4-h-youth-dairy-days

July 16: Water Day
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Come cool off from the summer heat and have fun in the garden with water. Play water games, do 
water art and explore all things fun about water. Come ready to get wet!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/water-day 

July 20-21: Saginaw Bay Fish Camp
Haithco Park, Saginaw
This two-day camp will teach youth to fish and protect our Great Lakes. All campers receive a fishing 
rod with a reel, tackle box, t-shirt and snacks. Learn about knot-tying, tackle crafting, casting, aquatic 
ecology, angler ethics and more! Open to 4-H members ages 8-13. Registration deadline is July 10.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-saginaw-bay-4-h-fish-camp 
 
July 23: Bug Day at the Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Join for a tribute to insects in the gardens. Collect, observe and even make bugs! The MSU Bug 
House will also be on site with their collections of insects from all over the world.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bug-day 

July 27: 4-H Garden Adventures Summer Camp
Online
Youth ages 7-12- are invited to join this camp for fun adventures in nature, nurturing resilience, 
kindness, community and creativity as they explore sustainability and growth through an engaging, 
hands-on approach.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-garden-adventures-summer-camp-2026 

July 30: Bubble Day at the Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
Come celebrate summer vacation at the garden with bubbles! Youth will paint, eat and even make 
music with bubbles.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day 

 

Preparing youth to 
be Beyond Ready 
through the fair 

experience

The fair experience is more 
than a showcase; it's a 
powerful opportunity to prepare 
youth to be Beyond Ready for 
life. Through exhibiting their 
projects, interacting with judges 
and engaging with the public, 
young people practice real-
world skills such as 
communication, responsibility, 
problem-solving and 
professionalism. 

When volunteers create 
intentional learning moments, 
like encouraging youth to 
reflect on project growth, 
prepare for interviews or take 
leadership roles in their clubs, 
youth deepen their 
understanding and strengthen 
skills that extend far beyond 
the fairgrounds. Every fair 
interaction becomes a stepping 
stone toward future readiness. 

Is your club helping youth 
make those connections and 
see how fair experiences 
prepare them for what comes 
next? 

#BeyondReady
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STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

2026 MSF 4-H & Youth Showcase Business Pitch Contest
Got a business idea? Whether your business is already running, just getting started or still an idea, we want to hear your pitch! Enter the 
Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase and share your entrepreneurial skills in a two-minute video! 

Entries will be judged on creativity, communication, understanding of the target audience, and overall presentation  skills. Winners in each 
age division will receive gift card prizes ($75, $50, $25) sponsored by Michigan State University Federal Credit Union and be recognized 
through Michigan 4-H communications and social media. For more information, visit Department 73 of the fair book at  
www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-Virtual-Showcase/.

Join the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual Showcase!
MSU Extension is thrilled to partner again in 2026 with the Michigan State Fair on an 
exciting program for Michigan youth: the Michigan State Fair 4-H & Youth Virtual 
Showcase. This statewide showcase provides a virtual platform for youth across 
Michigan to exhibit their work in all project areas and apply for up to $1,000 in 
scholarships. Any Michigan youth ages 5-19 is encouraged to participate; 4-H 
membership is not required. 

There is no cost to participate and youth may engage in as many classes as they 
wish by submitting project photos and videos. Be sure to submit your entries by 
the registration deadline of August 7 at 5 p.m. Project evaluation will occur 
before the start of the Michigan State Fair so that winners can be announced at the 
event. Learn more, find helpful resources and registration links at 
www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-Virtual-Showcase/.

New scholarships for Michigan 4-H'ers!

The Michigan 4-H Foundation is pleased to offer new scholarship opportunities to 
Michigan 4-H members for fall 2026. Nearly $30,000 in post-secondary 4-H scholarships 
are available for the 2026–2027 academic year to high school seniors or incoming 
college freshmen. Youth must have participated in 4-H for three or more years.

These scholarships are made possible through generous support from 4-H alumni, 
retirees and friends of 4-H. Apply by September 1 at mi4hfdtn.org/scholarship.

Michigan youth ages 8–19 are invited to enter the Michigan 4-H License Plate Promotion Contest as part of the Michigan State Fair 4-H & 
Youth Virtual Showcase! Create a short video and/or design a poster, flyer or graphic that encourages others to purchase the Michigan 4-H 
license plate and you could win. Prizes will be awarded and winners will be featured on Michigan 4-H social media channels. Put your 
creativity to work and help spread the word about 4-H across Michigan! For more information, visit Department 73 of the fair book at: 
www.canr.msu.edu/virtual-showcase/State-Fair-Virtual-Showcase/.

2026 MSF 4-H & Youth Showcase Michigan 4-H License Plate Promotion Contest
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COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Take A Day On! 4-H Community Service on Beaver Island
What an incredible day on Beaver Island! A huge congratulations to our amazing 4-H'ers for their hard work, positive attitudes, 
and commitment to giving back to their community.

From fun icebreaker activities aboard the Emerald Isle Ferry to the breathtaking views that greeted us on our morning ride, the 
day was filled with memories from the very beginning.

Once on the island, we learned about the important work of the Beaver Island Food Pantry and the Beaver Island Community 
Center and the vital role they play in serving island residents. Our 4-H members proudly rolled up their sleeves and got to work 
by:

 Stacking and organizing donated food items collected for the food pantry

 Completing yard work at the library

 Creating Fourth of July decorations

 Sprucing up the front of the Community Center

 Folding and sorting bins of table linens

After a job well done, we enjoyed exploring the Print Shop Museum, 

the Toy Museum, and McDonough's, making time to learn more about

 the rich history and charm of Beaver Island.

A heartfelt thank you goes to:

 The Community Center for providing a delicious lunch

 McDonough's for treating us to dinner

 Beaver Island Boat Company for helping with our ferry tickets

 Our generous private shirt donor and snack donor for making our day even more special

 Our wonderful 4-H parents who attended and joined us throughout the day. Your encouragement, willingness to lend a 
hand, and support of our youth helped make this experience even more meaningful. We appreciate the time you invested in 
creating memories and serving alongside our 4-H'ers.

Most importantly, thank you to our outstanding 4-H youth. You demonstrated what 4-H is all about—learning by doing, serving 
others, building friendships, and making a positive difference in your community.

The 4-H pledge reminds us to use our hands for larger service, and you lived those words. By giving back, working together, 
and embracing new experiences, you truly embodied the 4-H motto: "To Make the Best Better."

We had an amazing time learning about our fellow 4-H'ers, discovering a remarkable island community right here in Charlevoix 
County, and proving that even a single day of service can leave a lasting impact.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this adventure possible! 



COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Boyne Area 4-H Soccer – Needs YOU!

We need volunteers to fill these critical roles by AUGUST 1, 2026 to 
have a fall season, please consider volunteering so our kids can play!
The Boyne Area 4-H Soccer Program is gearing up for another exciting fall season, but we need the support of 
our community to make it happen. Without enough volunteers, the Fall 2026 soccer season may not be 
possible. The season is scheduled to run from September 8 through October 15, 2026, with practices and 
games taking place on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. at Rotary Park in Boyne City.
The Boyne Area 4-H Soccer Program provides local youth with opportunities to stay active, build confidence, 
learn sportsmanship, and make lasting friendships. This program means so much to our kids and community, 
and it simply cannot continue without caring volunteers willing to lend a hand. Whether you can give a little 
time or a lot, every volunteer makes a difference. If you have ever considered getting involved, now is the 
perfect time to step up and help ensure our youth have the soccer season they are excited for. To become a 
GOLD volunteer, apply here:
https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_home
 Let’s make sure our kids get the season they’re excited for!

https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_home


COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Charlevoix County 4-Her’s attend MSU 4-H Exploration Days 2026

4-H Exploration Days at MSU is in the books, and our Charlevoix County 
4-H members had an amazing time!

From exploring the Michigan State University campus and meeting new 
friends from across the state to diving into hands-on learning career session 
tracks, our youth are making memories, building confidence, and trying new 
things every step of the way.

We’re so proud of our Charlevoix County 4-H members for stepping outside 
their comfort zones, representing our county, and embracing every 
opportunity that 4-H Exploration Days has to offer.



COUNTY 4-H NEWS



COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS



COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS



COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS



COUNTY 4-H NEWS
2026 Michigan State Fair 4-H and Youth Virtual Showcase
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